THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
shifting phenomena of the world and of man-
kind. This is, I think, especially the case with
the eighth and ninth lectures, which deal with
the true mission of the Church and with the
manifestations of popular religion.
The Church's aim, he insists and re-insists, is
to save the individual soul, first and last and all
the time, and all else is secondary and accidental
I do not, of course, deny [he says] that the
Church does a great deal more than she
promises. She fulfils a number of secondary
ends and is the means of numberless tem-
poral blessings, I only say that she is not
to be measured by such effects, and if you
think she is, then I must reckon you with
Erastians. . . .
It is one thing to say that prosperity ought to
follow religion, another to say that it must
follow from it. ...
There may be particular and most valid
reasons in the scheme of Divine Providence,
whatever be the legitimate tendency of the
Catholic Faith, for its being left from time to
time without any striking manifestation of its
beneficial action upon the temporal interests
of mankind*
And then, changing his theme somewhat, he
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